
 

 

please contact us at askzoro@zoro.com or 855-289-9676 
Product Compliance and Suitability.  
THE PRODUCT STATEMENTS CONTAINED IN THIS EZTIP ARE INTENDED FOR GENERAL INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.  SUCH PRODUCT STATEMENTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE A PRODUCT RECOMMENDATION OR REPRESENTATION AS TO 
THE APPROPRIATENESS, ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, CORRECTNESS OR CURRENTNESS OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDED.  INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS EZ TIP DOES NOT REPLACE THE USE BY YOU OF ANY MANUFACTURER 
INSTRUCTIONS, TECHNICAL PRODUCT MANUAL OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL RESOURCE OR ADVISER AVAILABLE TO YOU.  ALWAYS READ, UNDERSTAND, AND FOLLOW ALL MANUFACTURER INSTRUCTIONS. 

If you are still having difficulty choosing an aerosol product,  
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Aerosol Can Weights 

Active Ingredient  
This is the actual described product inside the aerosol can which can be paint, oil, insecticides, or cleaning 
products, just to name a few. 
Propellant  
This is used to expel the active ingredient out of the can. The propellant is kept under high pressure, when the 
nozzle (usually a plastic head) at the top of the can is depressed, a valve inside the can is opened and the active 
ingredient (product) is forced out.  The net weight is the weight of the active ingredient (product). The can size is 
the added weight of the active ingredient and the propellant. The ratio of net weight to can size varies depending 
upon what the active ingredients and propellants are.  

Net Weight 
When looking at 
the weight of an 
aerosol product 
the most 
important weight 
is the net weight. 
This will tell you 
how much of the active ingredient (purchased 
product) you are getting in the can.  
Gross Weight  
This is another way of saying total weight (i.e. 
net weight + tare (propellant) weight = gross 
weight). Gross weight is listed as “can size” in 
many descriptions, and is the weight of the 
propellant and the weight of the active 
ingredient (product) combined.  

When purchasing an aerosol product you may have wondered why there two weights listed on the can label? The reason is really quite 
simple… it has to do with how the active ingredient is propelled out of the can. There are two substances within the aerosol can that 
have individual weights, this eZtip will explain the differences between the two weights and two ingredients. 
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