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Blast media is a small angular particle that is propelled by compressed air or a water pump. Blast media has many different types, shapes
and grits. Below is a list of four different types of blast media and their uses.

Blast Media Types

Aluminum Oxide Media

The most common media is aluminum oxide. This media is very sharp and long lasting and can be
recycled many times. Aluminum oxide can be used to strip or polish even the hardest metals due to
the hardness of the media. This media minimizes damage to thinner materials by eliminating surface

stress caused by heavier cutting media. Aluminum oxide has a grit range from extra coarse to super
fine.

Silicon Carbide Media

The hardest type of media available is silicone carbide, which allows for shorter blast times. This
type of media splinters and has a blocky grain style that can have a fast cutting speed. Silicon
carbide is mainly used in glass or stone cutting. This media does not generate static electricity and
can be recycled many times. Silicon carbide has a grit range from extra coarse to very fine.

Glass Bead Media

Glass bead media is made from lead-free soda lime glass. Glass beads produce a smoother finish
than harder, heavier abrasives. This type of media is normally used in a blast cabinet for polishing
and finishing metals. Glass media can be recycled up to 30 times and have a grit range from extra
coarse to very fine.

Corn Cob Media

Corn cob media is mainly used for fragile parts. This type of media is biodegradable and is from the
wood ring of the corn cob. Corn cob media can remove debris and coatings on metal and glass. This
media can be recycled multiple times during the blast process and has extra coarse grit.

Aluminum Oxide Silicon Carbide Glass Bead Corn Cob
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Rust,Corrosion,Paint Removal

Deburring

Cleaning and Polishing

Before Priming

Shaping

Smoothing

Before Priming

d ) Information sources include W.W Grainger

If you are still having difficulty choosing Blast Media,
please contact us at askzoro@zoro.com or 855-289-9676

Product Compliance and Suitability.

THE PRODUCT STATEMENTS CONTAINED IN THIS EZTIP ARE INTENDED FOR GENERAL INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. SUCH PRODUCT STATEMENTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE A PRODUCT RECOMMENDATION OR REPRESENTATION AS TO
THE APPROPRIATENESS, ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, CORRECTNESS OR CURRENTNESS OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDED. INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS TECH TIP DOES NOT REPLACE THE USE BY YOU OF ANY MANUFACTURER
INSTRUCTIONS, TECHNICAL PRODUCT MANUAL OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL RESOURCE OR ADVISER AVAILABLE TO YOU. ALWAYS READ, UNDERSTAND, AND FOLLOW ALL MANUFACTURER INSTRUCTIONS.
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